GENERAL INFORMATION
CONTROLLING BODY

The Match Committees of MMDBA and MDLBA shall be the controlling bodies for the running and completion of the pennant competition. The controlling body for individual rounds shall be a representative of the host club and he/she has the right to alter the format, times of play and greens to suit unforeseen circumstances, giving as much notice as practical, to achieve a result.

Subject to these rules and conditions, the Match Committee shall have the power to inquire into and adjudicate should any dispute arise under any/all circumstances and their decision shall be final.
ELIGIBILITY / ENTRIES

(A) Open to all clubs which are affiliated with the Mackay Men’s District Bowls Association (MMDBA) and/or the Mackay District Ladies Bowls Association (MDLBA) and subject to the current Laws of the Sport of Bowls in Australia Crystal Mark 4th Edition, Bowls Queensland By-Laws, Bowls Australia Policies and MMDBA By-Laws and these Conditions of Play.
(B) Each player must hold Competition/Primary Club Status with a club affiliated with Bowls Queensland. A player may also hold Secondary Membership with another Bowls Queensland–affiliated club, provided a Bowls Queensland Pennant Permit (through Bowlslink) has been allocated to that member at least one week prior to the commencement of the competition (May 16, 2026)
(C) As per the Bowlslink register of members, a player must be a financial bowling member of the affiliated Club they elect to represent, prior to the date of commencement of this competition. No member may play Pennant for more than one Queensland Club in any one calendar year. Dual members can represent only one club.
(D) A player under suspension or expulsion is ineligible to play.
NOMINATION FEES 
Each Club is required to transfer the correct nomination fee by Electronic Transfer to the District Account as advised by the District Treasurer for each side entered in the Championships. All Fees to be paid by 31st March 2026.
2026 DIVISIONS
Divisions 1-3 The number of clubs in each of these Divisions will depend on nominations received. Each club will be represented by 12 players i.e. three teams of four. No Club can have more than one side in any division. Division winners will progress to Zone playoffs and, if successful, to the State Pennant Championships.
Divisions 4-6 The number of clubs in each of these Divisions will depend on nominations received. Each club will be represented by 8 players i.e. two teams of four. No club can have more than one side in any division. Winners will progress no further than district champions.
DURATION OF COMPETITION

The season will commence on 16th May 2026 and conclude on 28th June. If, for unforeseen circumstances, matches have not been played during this time frame, they will be played, if necessary, on the weekend of 4/5 July.
TEAMS AND RESULTS

Club Bowlslink Administrators must enter the names of players in each division in their respective positions before the commencement of play and record the results of matches on the Bowlslink portal at the conclusion of play before 8.00pm on that day.
GREEN FEES
Clubs will decide whether green fees will be paid and the amount. If there is a reciprocal arrangement between clubs, then no green fees will be paid at either venue.
ENDS TO BE PLAYED
All matches will be 21 ends. If inclement weather prevails, a decision to play or not shall be made by the host club and advised to their opposition a minimum of two (2) hours before the scheduled starting time.
 In the event of a match or matches not commenced or stopped prior to 48 ends (Divisions 1 – 3) or 32 ends (Divisions 4 – 6) being completed, the match will be replayed on a date and at a time as decided by the Match Committees but only if required to determine overall placings.
If a “home” green is unsuitable for play due to prevailing weather conditions, the Home/Away draw may be reversed. This will be negotiated in good faith by the clubs involved.
CONDITIONS OF PLAY
COMMENCEMENT OF MATCH
All divisions at a venue must commence play at the scheduled starting time or earlier if both clubs agree.
PRACTICE / TRIAL ENDS
All clubs should open their greens for practice one hour prior to the scheduled start time and allow teams to practice on any rink that they have not been drawn to play on. Practice shall cease twenty (20) minutes before the scheduled start time. The host Club should welcome visiting teams and name the Umpire of the day. Trial ends (2 up, 2 back) for bowlers is permitted on their allocated rink before the scheduled start of play.
PROMOTION / DEMOTION OF PLAYERS

A player may be promoted to a higher division for five (5) games in Divisions 1, 2, 3 and 5. On playing a sixth game in a higher division, he/she becomes a constituted player in that higher division.
A player may be promoted to a higher division for four (4) games in Divisions 4 and 6. On playing a fifth game in a higher division, he/she becomes a constituted player in that higher division.
A bowler can play in only one division in a nominated round.
POSITION OF PLAYERS AND PLAYER MOVEMENTS
Movement of players: As per Rule A.4.1.7 Leads, Seconds and Thirds shall only proceed to the head after both Thirds have delivered their second bowl and the Skips after delivery of each of their bowls. However, a Skip may call a player, who is in possession of the rink, to the head to inspect the head and receive instructions.
Players, excluding Skips, are not permitted to remain at the head while their opposite number is delivering their bowl.
Any Skip remaining at the head and not in possession of the rink shall retire behind the head. Skips must return to the mat immediately their opponent’s bowl has come to rest.

Players at the mat end not delivering a bowl must stand at least one metre behind the mat.
SCORING

 In all Divisions the scoring will be 2 match points for the win, 1 match point for a draw and zero match points for a loss. No points are awarded for rink wins.
If clubs have equal points at the end of the competition, the winner will be decided on (1) greatest margin then (2) percentages (points for divided by points against).
It is the responsibility of the host club to input the scores of each game as soon as possible after the conclusion of a match but no later than 8pm on that day. A Club’s Bowlslink Administrator should check the accuracy of these scores.
The Match Committee Bowlslink Administrator will, at the conclusion of each round, ensure that any incorrect scores or wrong team members names in Bowlslink, that have been brought to their attention, are verified and adjusted. The results will be available via the Bowlslink Results Portal.
INCOMPLETE TEAM OR SIDE/ ABSENTEE PLAYERS IN A SIDE GAME
 If, 30 minutes after the scheduled start time for a game, or sooner if the Controlling Body decides, one player is absent from one or more teams in a side and no eligible substitute is available or allowed, the game must continue. DR 2.6 shall apply. 
PENALTIES AND / OR FORFEITS 
The penalty for a breach of any conditions relating to promotion and demotion of players will be: 
During the competition rounds, the loss of two (2) points and the loss of average marginal points scored by the losing Clubs in that round in that Division.  
Any infringement of any Law, Mackay District By-Laws or Rules and Conditions of Play for the competition will involve either disqualification or replay as the Controlling Body may determine. 
In the event of a forfeit, the side giving the forfeit shall be fined $100 to be paid to the Club receiving the forfeit and will receive no match points for that round. The side receiving a forfeit will receive 2 match points and an average score of the other winning sides in that division in that round.
INCLEMENT/EXTREME WEATHER
A decision to play or otherwise, will be made no later than 2 hours prior to the scheduled start of play by the host club. The district can decide to postpone or abandon any game depending on the circumstances. 
If during any rounds any matches where the maximum ends have not been played, a minimum of 48 ends for a side comprising three teams will constitute a completed match, and 32 ends for a side comprising two teams will constitute a completed match.  
Extreme Weather: This event is to be conducted under the Bowls Queensland Extreme Weather Policy. 
SCORE CARDS 
Score cards must be drawn in the presence of the respective Side Manager of both Clubs competing no later than 20 minutes before the scheduled starting time on the day of play. It is the responsibility of each Club to supply their own score cards. 
After having completed the front and back of both cards, the cards must be signed, and the time recorded immediately the match is completed, Cards are to be signed by the team seconds. This signifies agreement of score and completion of the match. Once the cards are signed the cards shall not be altered and shall be handed to the Side Manager. 
If during the game, or at the conclusion of the game before the cards are signed, a mistake is discovered and the opponents cannot agree, then the umpire is called and if no resolution is found, the end where the mistake occurred shall be declared a zero-score end (tied end), and the cards adjusted accordingly. 
Completed score cards are to be retained by the Team Managers for the purpose of verification.
DEAD ENDS 
Dead ends shall be replayed. 
INSPECTION OF BOWLS / TEMPORARY MARKINGS (DECALS) 
The umpire of the day will inspect the bowls prior to the start of play. Clubs may provide their players with distinguishing temporary markings (decals) to be affixed as per Law 52.1.8 and DR 4.7.4. It is each individual club’s decision as to whether they use decals or not. 
NO DECALS 
All bowls in a Side must be similarly marked with the same decals or have all decals removed before the start of play. 
ATTIRE 
Attire will be as per Bowls Queensland By-Laws 12.1 (c).
 ELECTRONIC/ARTIFICIAL DEVICES 
As per Bowls Australia Policy on Personal Electronic Devices, the use of electronic devices, e.g. mobile telephones, smart watches, radios, iPod, iPad and paging devices, is not permitted within six (6) metres of the green during play. After a warning from the Controlling Body, except in special circumstances which has been approved by the umpire e.g. (“on call” emergency personnel), non-compliance can result in disqualification of the Player/Side. 
As per Bowls Australia Artificial Devices Policy, any player using an Artificial Device for the delivery of a bowl must continue using that device from the time he/she first uses it. However, he/she may roll the jack either by hand or with the device. Should a player’s device become inoperable and there are no other devices available for that player to use, the player may complete that game using only his/her hand/arm. Modification of any device will not be permitted unless approved by Bowls Australia. 
UMPIRES 
The host Club shall appoint an accredited National Umpire, preferably nonplaying, as Umpire of the day to commence duties before the match starts. An accredited Measurer may be appointed but their duties will be limited to measuring on the green only. Official attire must be worn.
SIDE MANAGER’S ROLE
Each Side shall have a Manager who shall be at the venue in sufficient time, but no later than 30 minutes before the scheduled start time, to complete all pre-match formalities, including draw for opponents, toss for the mat on behalf of their Side and obtaining Umpires approval for any substitutes, coaches, or use of electronic devices. Rinks shall be allocated by a blind draw and no rink numbers are to be allocated until the draw is complete. No further changes are permitted after the draw. The Manager also must have correctly printed score cards for his/her Side.
INFRINGEMENTS 
 Any contravention of these Conditions of Play may result in the disqualification of a Side for that match, unless stated otherwise in these Conditions, with all match points being awarded to the opposing Side. A decision by the Controlling Body shall be made after consideration of all the relevant facts. This decision will be final and not subject to appeal. 
APPEALS / PROTESTS PROCEDURE 
 Appeals against an Umpires decision based on interpretation of the Laws shall be dealt with as per Bowls Australia Appeals policy. Any protest resulting from alleged infringement of these Conditions shall be lodged with the Secretary of the MMDBA / MDLBA by the Secretary of the protesting Club no later than 4 pm on the Tuesday after the match concerned. It must be accompanied by a deposit of a $100 which shall be returned if the protest is upheld. 
COACHING DURING MATCH 
Players who intend to receive coaching during a match must inform the nominated controlling body and umpire before the game starts and shall only be coached as per Law 44. Any person coaching a side must hold BA Coaching accreditation.
